Agenda Number 4D

PLYMOUTH HOUSING AND
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
STAFF REPORT

TO: Plymouth Housing and Redevelopment Authority

FROM: Denise Whalen, Support Services Manager through Steve Juetten,
Executive Director

MEETING DATE:  May 28, 2020

SUBJECT: COVID-19 STATUTORY AND REGULATORY WAIVERS FOR
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM

BACKGROUND:

On April 10, 2020, Notice PIH 2020-5 was published by Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
relating to COVID-19 Statutory and Regulatory Waivers. The purpose of the notice is to provide
administrative flexibility and relief to housing agencies by allowing the use of waivers in response
to the COVID-19 national emergency.

Per Notice PIH 2020-05 HUD made the waivers and alternative requirement effective immediately
for those housing authorities that elect to adopt them. The use of the waivers is at the discretion
of the individual housing authority and may choose to apply all, some, or none of the waivers for
the Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) program.

Housing authorities are required to keep written documentation that record which waiver the
housing authority applied to their program and the effective date. The housing authority does not
need to notify HUD or receive HUD approval to begin utilizing the waivers; however recommends
board approval before July, 2020. Housing authorities are not required to keep the waivers in place
for the full period of availability but may at any time choose to revert to regular program
requirements and operations.

PROPOSED WAIVERS:

Housing authorities are required to use the Enterprise Income Verification (EIV) System for
verification of family income at annual examination and interims. HUD is now allowing housing
authorities to waive this requirement. Staff will continue to use the EIV System whenever
possible, but would need the flexibility for clients to be able to self-certify when there is no other



choice available. Waivers PH and HCV-3 Annual and PH and HCV-4 Interim reexaminations will
allow staff the flexibility to accept self-certifications when necessary.

Waiver HCV-2 PHA Oral Briefing allows housing authorities to conduct briefings for a wait list
applicant by other means. Staff will mail a briefing packet and will call the family to go over the
packet information.

Waiver HCV-3 allows the housing authority to extend an initial voucher one or more times as
needed without formally amending the administrative plan.

Wavier HCV-5 Absence from unit allows housing authorities to continue housing assistance
payments and not terminate due to extenuative circumstances.

Staff has included the Waiver Attachment. The full Notice PIH 2020-05 can be found at
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/publications/notices.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Housing and Redevelopment Authority Commission approve Waivers
PH and HCV-3 Annual; PH and HCV-4 Interim reexaminations; HCV-2 PHA Oral
Briefing; HCV-3 Term of Voucher Extensions of Term; and, HCV-5 Absence from unit as
listed in Notice PIH 2020-05 effective as of April 10, 2020 through the applicable period end
or extension thereof.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Notice PIH 2020-05 - Waiver Attachment
2. HRA Resolution 2020-04
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CITY OF PLYMOUTH
HRA RESOLUTION 2020-04

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE WAVIERS PER HUD NOTICE PIH 2020-05 ON BEHALF OF
THE PLYMOUTH HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (HRA)

WHEREAS, Housing and Urban Development (HUD) published Notice PIH 2020-05 on April
10, 2020; and,

WHEREAS, Notice PIH 2020-05 allows housing authorities to utilize any and all waivers to
keep the Housing Choice Voucher program operational during the COVID-19 pandemic;
and,

WHEREAS, the Plymouth HRA in and for the City of Plymouth, Minnesota operates a Housing
Choice Voucher program; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTORITY OF
THE CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MINNESOTA, that Notice PIH 2020-05 was reviewed by staff for
such waivers that would allow more flexibility during the pandemic; and,

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF THE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MINNESOTA, approve Waivers PH and HCV-3 Annual; PH and HCV-4
Interim reexaminations; HCV-2 PHA Oral Briefing; HCV-3 Term of Voucher Extensions of
Term; and, HCV-5 Absence from unit as listed in Notice PIH 2020-05 effective as of April
10, 2020 through the applicable period end or extension thereof.

Approved this 28t day of May 2020 by the Housing and Redevelopment Authority in and
for the City of Plymouth, Minnesota.



